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Programmes 
 
Table 1 – Number of approved programmes1 
 

Pre-registration profession 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Arts therapist 28 31 31 31 28 

Biomedical scientist 64 67 71 72 62 

Chiropodist / podiatrist 18 19 19 24 25 

Clinical scientist 3 4 4 5 4 

Dietitian 33 39 43 45 37 

Hearing aid dispenser 18 20 20 24 26 

Occupational therapist 72 75 88 93 86 

Operating department 
practitioner 

36 39 52 56 50 

Orthoptist 3 6 5 3 3 

Paramedic 76 79 73 85 61 

Physiotherapist 75 83 96 113 109 

Practitioner psychologist 104 114 117 117 107 

Prosthetist / orthotist 2 2 2 2 2 

Radiographer 57 57 59 67 61 

Social worker in England2 251 255 278     

Speech and language therapist 36 45 50 54 45 

 

Post-registration area 2017-18 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Approved mental health 
professional3 

33 31 27     

Prescribing 148 146 147 165 150 

Podiatric surgery 2 2 2 4 5 

Prescription-only medicines - 
administration, sale & supply 
(combined) 

10 11 10 10 41 

  

Total approved programmes 1069 1125 1194 970 902 

 
  

                                            
 
1 Data correct on 31 August each year 
2 The regulation of social workers (in England) transferred to Social Work England on 2 December 2019 
3 The transfer of the regulation of social workers (in England) included the transfer of responsibility for 
approving approved mental health professional programmes 



 
 

Graph 1 – Total number of approved programme, last 5 years 

 
 

Approval process 
 

Graph 2 – Programmes assessed per year 

 
Graph 3, table 2 – Number of days 
taken to produce visitors' reports 

Graph 4 – Average days taken to 
produce visitors reports 

 

 

0-7 days 1 2% 

8-14 days 16 26% 

15-21 days 19 31% 

22-30 days 24 39% 
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Graph 5 – Weeks from visit data to 
first conditions deadline 

Graph 6 – Average months between 
visit date and conditions deadline 

 

 

Within 4 weeks 0 0% 

5-8 weeks 33 52% 

9-12 weeks 26 41% 

13-16 weeks 4 6% 
 

Graph 7, table 3 – Months from visit date to final decision to education provider 

 

0-1 month 3 4% 

1-2 months 14 19% 

2-3 months 15 21% 

3-4 months 28 38% 

4-5 months 8 11% 

5-6 months 3 4% 

6-7 months 1 1% 

7-8 months 1 1% 
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Graph 8, table 4 – Percentage meeting service level agreements – key process 
milestones 

 

 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Report to provider within 30 
days 

85% 89% 82% 
82% 98% 

Visit to conditions – within 3m 81% 88% 87% 95% 94% 

Visit to conditions – within 4m 98% 97% 96% 97% 100% 

Visit to outcome – within 3m 33% 22% 21% 40% 44% 

Visit to outcome – within 4m 54% 57% 54% 62% 82% 

Visit to outcome – within 5m 76% 80% 75% 89% 93% 

Visit to outcome – within 6m 93% 99% 93% 90% 97% 
 

 

Major change process 
 

Graph 9 – Number of major change notifications received – last five years 
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Graph 10 – Percentage change in notifications by profession / practice area 
over the last 3 years 

 
Graph 11, table 5 – Major change 
notifications, by Education 
Department recommendation 

Graph 12, table 6 – Major change 
notifications considered through 
major change process, by visitor 
recommendation 

  
Process 
to review 

2018-
19 

2019-
20 

2020-
21 

1. Annual 
Monitoring 31% 15% 25% 

2. Approval 5% 3% 1% 

3. Major 
Change 64% 82% 74% 

 

Outcome 
2018-

19 
2019-

20 
2020-

21 

1. Reconfirm 
Approval 95% 94% 97% 

2. Visit 1% 1% 3% 

Pending4 4% 5% 0% 
 

  

                                            
 
4 When data was produced for these academic years, a small percentage of cases had not been 
resolved. Cases have since been resolved in the subsequent academic year  
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Graph 13, table 7 – Percentage meeting service level agreements – key process 
milestones 

 

 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Meeting 2 weeks SLA 
(AM/APP notification) 61% 63% 66% 55% 78% 

Notification after 3  weeks 
(AM/APP) 83% 76% 79% 81% 98% 

Meeting 3 months SLA (MC 
final outcome) 72% 76% 64% 48% 36% 

Notification after 4 months 
(MC final outcome)  91% 91% 85% 62% 63% 

 

 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Meeting 2 weeks SLA
(AM/APP notification)

Notification after 3
weeks (AM/APP)

Meeting 3 months SLA
(MC final outcome)

Notification after 4
months (MC final

outcome)

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21


